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April 2007
BRT-UK – Benefits of Membership

BRT-UK is a new organisation (set up during 2006) - and BRT is also very much in its infancy in the UK.  The purpose of BRT-UK is to disseminate information and good practice within the UK, relating to BRT systems both within the UK and overseas, although with a focus on UK experience.  The organising committee of BRT-UK includes representatives from a wide range of backgrounds, including passenger transport executives, local authorities, operators, suppliers and consultancies.  Our rapidly growing membership reflects a similar representative cross section of the industry.   
 

We hold an annual conference in early December (the last one was held at the University of Warwick) with substantially discounted admission for member organisations, the conference will usually include speakers from the UK and overseas.  We also organise site visits, hosted by the BRT system operator.  Last year we visited the new 'Fastrack' system in Kent (UK) and the Edinburgh guided bus system.  This year we are organising visits to BRT systems in France in the early Summer and northern England in September.    
 

We have started a website, which we are intending to build up as a fact source on BRT, especially relating to experience in the UK.  This will contain a member's section where much of the in-depth technical information will be held together with resources such as fact sheets and a photo library.  Whilst this site is an early form, we are currently adding additional material, including technical papers/presentations from the last two conferences.  We also intend the site to be used as a discussion forum and we are already frequently processing requests for further information regarding BRT systems in the UK.
 

Within BRT-UK special interest groups will be established to focus on specific topic areas.  The first of these is the Guidance Information Group, this is seeking to coordinate information (particularly regarding standards, vehicle specifications etc.) relating to guided bus systems.  
 

Thus the key benefits that you will derive from membership of BRT-UK are:
· Access to a varied membership base for discussion and information;
· Access to the website and associated information sources;
· Participation in the annual conference with substantial discounts for member organisations;
· Hosted site visits in the UK and overseas; and
· Access to information and advice through the special interest groups.
If you require further information then please contact BRT-UK at info@brtuk.org
For membership enquiries please contact BRT-UK, c/o Keith Gellaitry, Dundas & Wilson, Saltire Court, 20 Castle Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1 2EN 
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